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so speedily as your letter suggests. After settling the naval and military estimates of the last year, the Reichstag will not unjustly demand that the Zeppelins asked for should be first tested with regard to their use at sea and on the coast. If that was not necessary, a well-founded complaint could be brought against the Government on the score of its not having put forward in the military estimates of last year a larger allowance such as you outlined in your letter. A thorough-going test combined with the selection and training of the necessary personnel is, I am firmly convinced, also absolutely essential if we are not to suffer severe disappointments. The use of airships on a large scale for military purposes will still give rise to many difficulties, although it will probably come to this, but not in a day as your patriotic heart desires and imagines.
" With kind regards,
" Yours faithfully,
"VON TIRPITZ."
Ill
Busy civilians, and business houses who were not concerned so much with the usefulness of their goods for war purposes as with the wholesale delivery of them, formed only the one wing of my critics; the other was composed of specialists.
To be just, I must say that the enormous leaps forward made in engineering while we were building our fleet had necessarily given rise to lively controversies among the experts, and had occasioned difficult compromises. It proved to be dangerous to makeher with nine or ten sheds each holding two ships, including, further,
